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Synopsis

The big picture of physical anthropology.Essentials of Physical Anthropology, Second Edition, uses
smart pedagogy and engaging visual tools to help students focus on the most important themes of

physical anthropology.
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Customer Reviews

Clark Spencer Larsen heads the Department of Anthropology at Ohio State University, Columbus. A
native of Nebraska, he received his B.A. from Kansas State University and M.A. and Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan. Clarkd ™s research is in bioarchaeology, skeletal biology, and
paleoanthropology. He has worked in North America, Europe, and Asia. He has taught at the
University of Massachusetts, Northern lllinois University, Purdue University, and the University of
North Carolina. Since 2001, he has been a member of the faculty at Ohio State, where he is a
Distinguished Professor of Social and Behavioral Sciences. He teaches introductory physical
anthropology, osteology, bioarchaeology, and paleoanthropology. Clark has served as president of
the American Associations of Physical Anthropologists and as editor-in-chief of the American
Journal of Physical Anthropology. In addition to Our Origins, he has authored or edited 25 books
and monographs, including Bioarchaeology; Interpreting Behavior from the Human Skeleton,
Skeletons in Our Closet, Advances in Dental Anthropology; and A Companion to Biological

Anthropology.



Overall it's not bad, although it is sort of the picturebook version of physical anthropology. Lots of
pages covering DNA replication, but nothing about species formation. Words like "speciation" don't
even appear in the index. The book uses the words "gracile" and "robust" in the chapter on
australopithecines, but does very little to explain the difference. The word "gracile" doesn’t appear in

the glossary or index.It’'s not unusable, but it's not great.

One of the better textbooks | have had to use in a long time. The pages are set up beautifully, the

information is relevant and the overall feel of the book is excellent. If only all textbooks were this

Had to get this for a class, exactly what | needed

Needed it for class

This book has been wonderful in teaching me about human evolution from the basic gene structure

onward. It was required reading for a college course and I'm very happy to have made the

purchase. | most likely will keep it on hand in case my children need it for reference in their

schooling.

Love this textbook! Great pictures and explanations of terms.

Excellent excellent book, very comprehensive and easy to read

Book was in great condition and affordable price!!
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